
Loving God More Than Life 
 
Revelation 12:10-11  10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation, and the power, and 
the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been 
thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night. 11 And they overcame him because of the 
blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced 
with death. 
 
The power by which we overthrow the enemy has 3 components: the blood of the Lamb, our testimony, and a 
heart that loves God more than life. 
 
As always, our Father in heaven, faithful and just, asks nothing of us that He did not already do Himself- He 
loved the life He would give us more than the life of His Son.  
 
Isaiah 53:10 10 But the Lord was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a 
guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper 
in His hand. 
 
Hebrews 2:10 10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings. 
 
Hebrews 12:2  2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
2 things were bought for us with the blood of the Lamb: the first is the only life worth living- eternal life NOW!  
 
John 17:3  This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 
 
The 2nd thing bought for us with the blood of the Lamb is the power to lay that life down freely, as Jesus did.  
 
John 10:18  18 No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay 
it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.” 
 
John 6:40 40 For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have 
eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.” 
 
It seems contrary, then, that He also gave us the secret to living the most fulfilling life a person can live on 
earth.  
For example… 
Psalm 34:12-14 12 Who is the man who desires life And loves length of days that he may see good? 
13 Keep your tongue from evil And your lips from speaking deceit. 14 Depart from evil and do good; 
Seek peace and pursue it. 
 
Psalm 128:5-6  5 The Lord bless you from Zion, And may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of 
your life. 6 Indeed, may you see your children’s children. Peace be upon Israel! 



 
Wouldn’t it be even harder to lay that life down? So God warns His children whom He loves.  
 
1 John 2:15-17  15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful 
pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the 
one who does the will of God lives forever. 
 
How could our lives be full of things that did not come to us from our Father in heaven? How could our hearts 
cherish those things? 
 
It must be that the love of the Father is not in Him; He has not yet seen that his eternal life has already begun 
and its lifeblood is fellowship with the Father! 
So God clarifies the basis of this temporary life… 
Psalm 15:1-3 O Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill? 2 He who walks with 
integrity, and works righteousness, And speaks truth in his heart. 3 He does not slander with his tongue, 
Nor does evil to his neighbor, Nor takes up a reproach against his friend 
 
God removes the wall between eternity and this present life by calling us all into close fellowship with Him 
NOW that will last for eternity. 

Polycarp, the venerable bishop of Smyrna, hearing that persons were seeking for him, escaped, but 
was discovered by a child. After feasting the guards who apprehended him, he desired an hour in 
prayer, which being allowed, he prayed with such fervency, that his guards repented that they had 
been instrumental in taking him. He was, however, carried before the proconsul, condemned, and 
burnt in the market place. 

The proconsul then urged him, saying, "Swear, and I will release thee;--reproach Christ." 

Polycarp answered, "Eighty and six years have I served him, and he never once wronged me; how 
then shall I blaspheme my King, Who hath saved me?" At the stake to which he was only tied, but 
not nailed as usual, as he assured them he should stand immovable, the flames, on their kindling the 
fagots, encircled his body, like an arch, without touching him; and the executioner, on seeing this, 
was ordered to pierce him with a sword, when so great a quantity of blood flowed out as 
extinguished the fire. 

It has been said that the lives of the early Christians consisted of "persecution above ground and 
prayer below ground." Their lives are expressed by the Coliseum and the catacombs. Beneath 
Rome are the excavations which we call the catacombs, which were at once temples and tombs. 
The early Church of Rome might well be called the Church of the Catacombs. There are some sixty 
catacombs near Rome, in which some six hundred miles of galleries have been traced, and these are 
not all. These galleries are about eight feet high and from three to five feet wide, containing on 
either side several rows of long, low, horizontal recesses, one above another like berths in a ship. In 
these the dead bodies were placed and the front closed, either by a single marble slab or several 
great tiles laid in mortar. On these slabs or tiles, epitaphs or symbols are graved or painted. Both 
pagans and Christians buried their dead in these catacombs. When the Christian graves have been 



opened the skeletons tell their own terrible tale. Heads are found severed from the body, ribs and 
shoulder blades are broken, bones are often calcined from fire. But despite the awful story of 
persecution that we may read here, the inscriptions breathe forth peace and joy and triumph. Here 
are a few: 

Remember when reading these inscriptions the story the skeletons tell of persecution, of torture, 
and of fire. 
 
A Pagan grave reads: 
"Traveler, curse me not as you pass, for I am in darkness and cannot answer." 
While a Christian martyr’s grave nearby reads:  
"Here lies Marcia, put to rest in a dream of peace." 
 
A Pagan grave reads: 
"I lift my hands against the gods who took me away at the age of twenty though I had done no 
harm." 
While a Christian martyr’s grave nearby reads: 
"Lawrence, to his sweetest son, borne away of angels." 
 
A Pagan grave reads: 
"Once I was not. Now I am not. I know nothing about it, and it is no concern of mine." 
While a Christian martyr’s grave nearby reads: 
"Victorious in peace and in Christ." 
 
A Pagan grave reads: 
"Live for the present hour, since we are sure of nothing else." 
While a Christian martyr’s grave nearby reads: 
"Being called away, he went in peace." 
 
 
 
 
 


