
Loving God First 
Matthew 22:34-38  34 But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered themselves 
together. 35 One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in 
the Law?” 37 And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind.’ 38 This is the great and foremost commandment. 
 
If we belong to Jesus, we want so desperately to keep this command. If only we knew how! 
 
Luke 7:36-50  36 Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him, and He entered the Pharisee’s house 
and reclined at the table. 37 And there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was 
reclining at the table in the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, 38 and standing behind Him at His 
feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His 
feet and anointing them with the perfume. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, 
“If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is 
a sinner.” 
40 And Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he replied, “Say it, Teacher.” 41 “A moneylender 
had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they were unable to repay, he graciously 
forgave them both. So which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he 
forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have judged correctly.” 44 Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, “Do 
you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears 
and wiped them with her hair. 45 You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My 
feet. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume. 47 For this reason I say to you, her 
sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 48 Then He said 
to her, “Your sins have been forgiven.” 49 Those who were reclining at the table with Him began to say to themselves, 
“Who is this man who even forgives sins?” 50 And He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
 
Who was this Pharisee, our host?  
 
Mark 14:3  3 While He was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper, and reclining at the table, there came a woman 
with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure nard; and she broke the vial and poured it over His head.  
 
Who was this woman, who worshipped with abandon and loved Jesus so much? 
 
John 12:1-3  Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised 
from the dead. 2 So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at 
the table with Him. 3 Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and 
wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  
 
Forgiveness has the power to awaken passionate love for Jesus like nothing else- more than healing, more than 
blessings, even more than great signs and wonders.  
 
How can we see clearly all we have been forgiven so we can love to God with abandon? 
 
Are we telling ourselves that our sins are not as serious as the sins of others? Are we judging others? 
 
James 2:10-11  10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. 11 For He 
who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not commit murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but do 
commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.  
 



One sin (and we all have many) puts us all on an equal plain- every transgressor of the law needs Jesus equally. 
 
Are we comparing ourselves to others to determine our spiritual fitness, rather that to God and His Word? 
 
2 Corinthians 10:12  12 For we are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves; 
but when they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are without 
understanding. 
 
Comparing ourselves to others creates a false sense of goodness called self-righteousness, or false inferiority called self-
deprecation. Both will keep us from God!  
 
1 Corinthians 11:31-32  31 But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we 
are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world. 
 
Are you ignoring God’s corrective revelations about your own heart?  
 
God’s corrective revelations are not intended to condemn us- they are given so that we will NOT be condemned! 
 
James 2:12-13  12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment will 
be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 
 
If we are holding on to unforgiveness, being hard and merciless, our vision of the Cross will be obscured. 
 
God’s mercy has triumphed over your judgment in Christ Jesus! Behold the glory of the Cross! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


