
Loving God and Keeping His Commandments 
 
Deuteronomy 7:6-11 
6 For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for His own 
possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 “The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you 
because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but because 
the Lord loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the Lord brought you out by a mighty hand 
and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that 
the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His lovingkindness to a thousandth 
generation with those who love Him and keep His commandments; 10 but repays those who hate Him to their faces, to 
destroy them; He will not delay with him who hates Him, He will repay him to his face. 11 Therefore, you shall keep the 
commandment and the statutes and the judgments which I am commanding you today, to do them. 
 
God is establishing His covenant with His people, and His covenant is a Covenant of Love. We are under the canopy of 
His lovingkindness! 
 
God’s Covenant of Love will continue forever if the people will only love Him in return, and show it in one particular way: 
by listening to His Word and obeying Him.  
 
In God’s eyes, love is demonstrated by obedience and hatred is shown by disregard for His commands, because His 
commands ARE THE TERMS OF THE COVENANT!  
Marriage illustration 
We may be tempted to say, “Well, thank God, that was the Old Covenant. We’re in a covenant of Grace now, and God’s 
love is unconditional!” 
 
John 14:15   15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 
 
Luke 6:46  46 “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 
 
In truth, there is a major difference in the commands of the New Covenant. It is NOT a new version of the Law! 
 
Jeremiah 31:33  33 “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares 
the Lord, “I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My 
people. 
 
Commands are now written on tablets of human hearts rather than tablets of stone- we must follow the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit as He helps us navigate the Word of God! 
 
A covenant is a 2-party agreement. You cannot be in a Covenant of Love with God if the love is not reciprocated.  
 
Our salvation is secured in Christ, but for us to be in a healthy relationship with God, we all must do our part! 
 
It helps if we understand what motivates God to give commands and require us to keep them? 
 
Deuteronomy 10:12-13  12 “Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, but to fear the Lord your God, to 
walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to 
keep the Lord’s commandments and His statutes which I am commanding you today for your good? 
 
First, God’s commands are the fences that keep us from the dangers of life; It’s the puppy, the fence, and the highway. 



 
Secondly, the commands of God secure the blessing of God!   
 
John 15:9-10   9 Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My 
commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 
 
John 15:12-14  12 “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no 
one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are My friends if you do what I command you. 
 
Most of the blessings of God come in the form of rewards for keeping His commands, not least of all, the Friendship of 
God and the grace to live always under the canopy of His love!  
Also, … 
Psalm 119:98-99  98 Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies, For they are ever mine. 99 I have more 
insight than all my teachers, For Your testimonies are my meditation. 
 
Psalm 1:1-4  How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, 
Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night. 
3 He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season And its leaf does not wither; 
And in whatever he does, he prospers. 4 The wicked are not so, But they are like chaff which the wind drives away. 
 
Before you accuse the Lawgiver and Judge of being hard and unyielding, have you considered His heart toward you in 
the command? 
 
His law is life to us because it reveals the heart of God! If we love Him, we will keep His commands. 
 
 


