
Keys to the Kingdom: The Gospel in Operation 
 
Matthew 16:13-18   13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still 
others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” 15 He *said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, 
because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 I also say to you that you are Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 
 
All truth is behind a veil. We tell people what is behind the veil, but we cannot overcome skepticism, unbelief, or 
deception on our own. 
 
Jesus, by the Holy Spirit, must come and remove the veil of mystery so their hearts can see that what we have told them 
is true. 
 
The Gospel saves on the basis of revelation, NOT knowledge- this is an immoveable fact of faith and eternal life. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:17-31   17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so 
that the cross of Christ would not be made void. 18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And the 
cleverness of the clever I will set aside.” 
 
The Gospel does not become more powerful we combine it with our cleverness. It is actually stripped of its power. 
 
It is the raw message- delivered with God’s wisdom (spiritual thoughts/words), combined with revelation- that saves 
people. 
 
20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-
pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.  
 
The Gospel does not become more powerful when combined with the wisdom of the world. It becomes foolish to God. 
 
Preaching is the delivery method by which the truth comes to the hearer and the hearer is saved. Only a fool can preach. 
 
22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling 
block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men. 
 
Our trust is in the calling of God, the wisdom of God, and the power of God, not in a perfect delivery! 
 
26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things 
of the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has 
chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before 
God. 30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
Is anyone “beneath us”? Would we overlook someone or ignore God’s voice because a person is undesirable? 



The Gospel is not a message for people looking to build a reputation, but for those willing to lose one- base and 
despised! 
 
Anyone willing to be a fool for God will find His strength empowering a foolish message to bring revelation and salvation 
to the lost and the perishing. 
 
The world is waiting for us! 
 
Stand for the reading of the Word of God 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11  Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you 
received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to 
you, unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, 5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred 
brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared to James, then 
to all the apostles; 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 9 For I am the least of the 
apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am 
what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace 
of God with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 
 
 
 
 
 


