
The Law and the Prophets 
 
Jeremiah 26:4-6  4 And you will say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord, “If you will not listen to Me, to walk in My law which I 
have set before you, 5 to listen to the words of My servants the prophets, whom I have been sending to you again and 
again, but you have not listened; 6 then I will make this house like Shiloh, and this city I will make a curse to all the 
nations of the earth.” 
 
If we intend to walk with God, we need His written Word (the Law) and His spoken Word (the prophets) to guide us.  
 
From the Garden of Eden on, God has spoken to His children, and any command He gave them was binding because it 
came from His mouth. 
 
Psalm 81:7 7 “You called in trouble and I rescued you; I answered you in the hiding place of thunder; I proved you at 
the waters of Meribah. Selah.  
 
Exodus 15:25b-27 There He made for them a statute and regulation, and there He tested them. 26 And He said, “If you 
will give earnest heed to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His 
commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for 
I, the Lord, am your healer.” 
 
Psalm 81:13-14  13 “Oh that My people would listen to Me, That Israel would walk in My ways! 14 “I would quickly subdue 
their enemies And turn My hand against their adversaries. 
 
Over time, beginning with the Law, God began to have His spoken Word written down and given to His people. 
 
We may consider the written Word doubly binding because there is no mistaking what God has said to us.   
 
Seeing the authority of the Scriptures, a dangerous attitude developed in the church: “We don’t need God to speak to us 
personally anymore because now we have the Bible.” 
 
John 5:39-40  39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify 
about Me; 40 and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life. 
 
The Bible is such a gift! But it was meant to lead us into the presence of Jesus, not to replace Him. 
 
This is the invitation from God to all who call on His name- “Listen for my voice, child, and you will hear it!” 
 
Isaiah 30:20-22  20 Although the Lord has given you bread of privation and water of oppression, He, your Teacher will no 
longer hide Himself, but your eyes will behold your Teacher. 21 Your ears will hear a word behind you, “This is the way, 
walk in it,” whenever you turn to the right or to the left. 22 And you will defile your graven images overlaid with silver, 
and your molten images plated with gold. You will scatter them as an impure thing, and say to them, “Be gone!” 
 
John 10:2-4    2 But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep 
hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead 
of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 
 
John 10:27-28   27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and 
they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 



John 16:13  13 But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His 
own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 
 
How can we be sure we are hearing God’s voice? THE LAW and the Prophets! 
 
This is where the Bible plays an irreplaceable role in our relationship with God: in reading and studying it, we are 
sharpened to distinguish God’s voice from all others! 
 
Hebrews 3:7-9  7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you hear His voice, 8 Do not harden your hearts as when 
they provoked Me, As in the day of trial in the wilderness, 9 Where your fathers tried Me by testing Me, And saw My 
works for forty years. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:19-24   19 Do not quench the Spirit; 20 do not despise prophetic utterances. 21 But examine 
everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; 22 abstain from every form of evil.  23 Now may the God of 
peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


