
Sharpen the Saw 
 
Tale of 2 woodcutters 
 
Ecclesiastes 10:10  10 If the axe is dull and he does not sharpen its edge, then he must exert more strength. Wisdom has 
the advantage of giving success. 
 
Luke 5:15-17   15 But the news about Him was spreading even farther, and large crowds were gathering to hear Him and 
to be healed of their sicknesses. 16 But Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray. 
 
Physical rest alone will not lead to renewal, nor will “soulish” distractions like entertainment- we need spiritual renewal. 
 
You are body, soul, and spirit. Spiritual renewal trumps all the other kinds of renewal because it satisfies ultimately. 
 
Spiritual renewal alone can sustain us when mental/physical renewal are not possible.  But it only happens in one place.  
 
Matthew 11:28-30  28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon 
you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy 
and My burden is light.” 
 
Spiritual renewal only happens in the presence of God. He is always with us and never leaves, always calling to us. We 
are the ones who have to slow down to see Him! 
Context: the golden calf, Moses and the people are discouraged and need direction 
Exodus 33:5-14  5 For the Lord had said to Moses, “Say to the sons of Israel, ‘You are an obstinate people; should I go up 
in your midst for one moment, I would destroy you. Now therefore, put off your ornaments from you, that I may know 
what I shall do with you.’” 6 So the sons of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward. 
 
Spiritual renewal begins with unburdening ourselves of everything unnecessary we have been carrying.  
 
They never put them on again. Once renewed, resist the temptation to repeat the same patterns that exhausted you. 
 
7 Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, a good distance from the camp, and he called it the 
tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the Lord would go out to the tent of meeting which was outside the camp.  
 
Renewal needs a consecrated space- or sometimes just a change of scenery- until our hearts EXPECT to meet with God. 
 
8 And it came about, whenever Moses went out to the tent, that all the people would arise and stand, each at the 
entrance of his tent, and gaze after Moses until he entered the tent. 9 Whenever Moses entered the tent, the pillar of 
cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent; and the Lord would speak with Moses. 
 
Renewal will usually mean a fresh Word from God. The Word fuels our faith for the next season and refreshes us! 
 
 10 When all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would arise and 
worship, each at the entrance of his tent.  
 
Renewal will mean a new season of worship. When we see God in a new way, and we are desperate for Him, worship 
becomes the air we breathe. 
11 Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses returned to the 
camp, his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, would not depart from the tent. 



Renewal with God ruins you for normal life- the new wine in you cannot go back into the old wineskin! 
Moses- experienced; Joshua- all  this was new 
Stay with God until you are ruined for all this world; then, when you no longer love it, watch God send you back into it. 
 
12 Then Moses said to the Lord, “See, You say to me, ‘Bring up this people!’ But You Yourself have not let me know whom 
You will send with me. Moreover, You have said, ‘I have known you by name, and you have also found favor in My 
sight.’  
 
Here is the mighty prayer that reveals the heart that WILL HAVE a new season in the Spirit: 
 
13 Now therefore, I pray You, if I have found favor in Your sight, let me know Your ways that I may know You, so that I 
may find favor in Your sight. Consider too, that this nation is Your people.”  
 
When you experience spiritual renewal, pray that you will be able to bring the people in your sphere of authority along. 
 
14 And He said, “My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest.” 
 


