
How To Speak For God (and How Not To) 
 
1 Peter 4:10-11   10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God. 11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to 
do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Through the gifts of God- expressions of His grace- we all will be called upon to speak for God many times in our lives. 
 
God’s Word is very clear- we must not shrink back! We are to speak the words He gives in the authority He gives. 
 
How could we faithfully speak for God? It seems like an overwhelming task with too much room for human error. 
 
John 3:34   34 For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure. 
 
God sends us in His authority, the Spirit provides the message, and we speak the words that God supplies! 
 
1 Corinthians 2:12-14  12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we 
may know the things freely given to us by God, 13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but 
in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. 14 But a natural man does not accept the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually appraised. 
 
Things go wrong when we function in the natural, miss the leading of the Spirit, and speak our own word in God’s name. 
Prophecies, dreams, and declarations 
Jeremiah 23:16-22  16 Thus says the Lord of hosts, “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to 
you. They are leading you into futility; They speak a vision of their own imagination, 
Not from the mouth of the Lord. 17 “They keep saying to those who despise Me, ‘The Lord has said, “You will have 
peace”’; And as for everyone who walks in the stubbornness of his own heart, They say, ‘Calamity will not come upon 
you.’ 18 “But who has stood in the council of the Lord, That he should see and hear His word? Who has given heed to His 
word and listened? 19 “Behold, the storm of the Lord has gone forth in wrath, Even a whirling tempest; It will swirl down 
on the head of the wicked.  20 “The anger of the Lord will not turn back Until He has performed and carried out the 
purposes of His heart; In the last days you will clearly understand it.  21 “I did not send these prophets, But they ran. I did 
not speak to them, But they prophesied. 22 “But if they had stood in My council, Then they would have announced My 
words to My people,  And would have turned them back from their evil way And from the evil of their deeds. 
 
Jeremiah 23:25-32   25 “I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy falsely in My name, saying, ‘I had 
a dream, I had a dream!’ 26 How long? Is there anything in the hearts of the prophets who prophesy falsehood, 
even these prophets of the deception of their own heart, 27 who intend to make My people forget My name by their 
dreams which they relate to one another, just as their fathers forgot My name because of Baal? 28 The prophet who has 
a dream may relate his dream, but let him who has My word speak My word in truth. What does straw have in 
common with grain?” declares the Lord.  
 
Dreams are an important way that God speaks to us, but it matters where the dream came from!  
 
The dream is the straw, and the grain is the Word of God. The dream is the stalk that carries the prize, the seed of God’s 
Word. 
29 “Is not My word like fire?” declares the Lord, “and like a hammer which shatters a rock? 30 Therefore behold, I am 
against the prophets,” declares the Lord, “who steal My words from each other.  



These prophets were under God’s judgment because they took words from each other and put God’s name on them. 
31 Behold, I am against the prophets,” declares the Lord, “who use their tongues and declare, ‘The Lord declares.’  
 
Declaring God’s Word is a major way we usher in His kingdom, but these men declared their own word in His name! 
Jeremiah and Hananiah- vessels returned, 2 years broken yoke- Hananiah’s death- trust in lie, counseled rebellion 
32 Behold, I am against those who have prophesied false dreams,” declares the Lord, “and related them and led My 
people astray by their falsehoods and reckless boasting; yet I did not send them or command them, nor do they furnish 
this people the slightest benefit,” declares the Lord. 
 
John 5:19-20   19 Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of 
Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in 
like manner. 20 For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing; and the Father will show 
Him greater works than these, so that you will marvel. 
 
 
 
 


