
How Faith Works (and How It Doesn’t) 
 
Hebrews 11:6  6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is 
and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.  
 
Faith is the means by which we please God, are saved, sanctified, filled with the Holy Spirit, and live victoriously. 
 
It should not surprise us that it is the devil’s chief aim to destroy real faith or deceive us with a substitute. 
 
He will try, as a matter of course, to get every person to doubt the existence of God, His goodness, and to deny the 
supernatural realities that accompany faith- including the kingdom of darkness.  
 
Faith could be broken into 2 categories: Passive Faith and Active Faith.  
 
Passive faith is our fixed beliefs- our operating system. Everything is built on this basis of belief.  
 
Active faith is like the applications that run on the operating system- the ways we apply our fixed beliefs as they merge 
with experiences and information. 
 
The first fight you have to win is for the successful install of the operating system. 
 
The ongoing fight is to maintain active faith- to use the applications of faith to fight/win the daily battles. 
 
The greatest errors of faith and disappointments come from confusing active and passive faith. 
 
It is dangerous to allow fresh revelation to reinterpret timeless truths. Doctrines should be built on much Scripture. 
If I or an angel from heaven… 
It is also wrong to use timeless truth as a universal prescription for active issues. Living issues need a living Word. 
2 Laws of faith 

1. Faith is only as sure as its object. Real faith has God’s character and a living Word at its basis. 
 
Psalm 125:1  Those who trust in the Lord Are as Mount Zion, which cannot be moved but abides forever. 
 
Faith that is built on God and His Word will be resilient. Having faith in our faith, or faith with our will as its object will 
lead to crushed hopes and spiritual ruin.  
 
It is also a grave error to turn God’s character into a promise about what He will do- “Because God is, God will!” 
 
“I’m believing God” – is there a Living Word from the living God you are standing on, or are you hanging your hopes on 
the thin air of your relentless positivity?   We worry so much about God’s character being slandered… 
Praying in faith vs. Wishin upon a star / Always and Never- God is consistent but not predictable 

2. Faith is not believing that God can, but knowing that He will. Otherwise, it will be cheapened or corrupted. 
 
Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
Torrey p.158 
How can we know that what God will do? 
Hebrews 6:13-18  13 For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore by 
Himself, 14 saying, “I will surely bless you and I will surely multiply you.” 15 And so, having patiently waited, he obtained 
the promise.  



Start with the nature of God- that He is entirely trustworthy and good- and we will obtain promises through faith. 
16 For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of every 
dispute. 17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His 
purpose, interposed with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who 
have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.  
 
Trusting the promise of God and His faithful character, we begin to see His purpose (the big picture).  
What God is doing through all of this… 
Now that we know the purpose of God, and His will has been sealed with a promise, we can confidently hope in faith for 
its fulfillment, or it may also just show up.  
 
Ask: Is the matter I am trying to settle eternal, or is it specific and bound by time? 
 
If the matter is eternal, it is passive faith, and we can simply look to unchanging, eternal truths and believe them. 
 
If the matter is specific and bound by time, then it is a matter of active faith and requires a living Word from God.  
 
The Scriptures are a tremendous source for living Words, but verses must be “activated” by the Holy Spirit and applied 
to the need of the hour! 
 
As we follow the Holy Spirit, He will lead us to all truth regarding everything and the faith we need will be given by God! 
 
 
 


