
How Authority Works (and How it Doesn’t) 
 
John 19:10-11  10 So Pilate *said to Him, “You do not speak to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, 
and I have authority to crucify You?” 11 Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given 
you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.” 
 
2 kinds of authority: Natural and Spiritual authority. Natural authority receives its influence from God.  
 
Spiritual authority is superior to natural authority because it can supersede the natural order and its laws. 
Not disobeying natural laws, but as necessary, working around them… 
Jesus is supreme over all authorities, whether natural or spiritual, and all are subject to Him! 
 
Colossians 2:9-10  9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have 
been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority 
 
The quality of your authority is determined by who gave it to you; it is proven out by what actually obeys you. 
Jesus and the Centurion 
Matthew 8:8-10   8 But the centurion said, “Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, 
and my servant will be healed. 9 For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, ‘Go!’ 
and he goes, and to another, ‘Come!’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.” 10 Now when Jesus 
heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, “Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with 
anyone in Israel. 
 
Exercising authority is not proving we are independently powerful; it is DEPENDENTLY exerting our master’s influence. 
 
Authority must be combined with faith. You must believe in the authority you have in Christ to exercise it properly. 
 
It is possible to have authority over something, but because you don’t believe it, the thing does not come UNDER your 
authority or obey you.  
School teacher- one believes she is to be obeyed and takes charge of the classroom; the other is timid and overly nice 
Luke 8:24-29  24 They came to Jesus and woke Him up, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And He got up 
and rebuked the wind and the surging waves, and they stopped, and it became calm. 25 And He said to them, “Where is 
your faith?” They were fearful and amazed, saying to one another, “Who then is this, that He commands even the winds 
and the water, and they obey Him?” 
26 Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee.  
Jesus gave them permission… 
Luke 19:16-17   16 The first appeared, saying, ‘Master, your mina has made ten minas more.’ 17 And he said to him, ‘Well 
done, good slave, because you have been faithful in a very little thing, you are to be in authority over ten cities.’ 
 
Authority is subject to the law of stewardship: “If you have been faithful in a very little thing, more will be given you.” 
 
If we are unfaithful with what He gives, even what we have will be taken from us. This is why there are differing levels of 
authority in the Spirit. 
 
Matthew 28:16-20   16 But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had 
designated. 17 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. 18 And Jesus came up and spoke to 
them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 



Jesus has all authority over everything in heaven and earth. He commands us to stand in His authority and to bring all 
creation into subjection to His ultimate will.  
 
Our authority in Christ depends on our being fully UNDER His ultimate authority and obeying His commands. 
 
Jesus said that He will be with us always, till the very end of time. The Holy Spirit gives us the power to exert His 
authority effectively! 
 
Acts 1:6-8   6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His 
own authority; 8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 
Auth: “Delegated influence”     Power: Dynamis- Inherent power, as by virtue of one’s nature- power of armies 
 
Luke 9:1-2  And He called the twelve together, and gave them power and authority over all the demons and to heal 
diseases. 2 And He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to perform healing. 
 
Luke 10:17-20  17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.” 18 And 
He said to them, “I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. 19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on 
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you. 20 Nevertheless do not rejoice 
in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.” 
 
Exercising authority gets easier as we grow in faith, knowing with certainty WHOSE we are!  
 
You are a Son/Daughter of God, recorded in heaven and destined for Glory! Walk in the authority you have! 
 
 
 
 
 


