
We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is 
love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
— 1 John 4:16 
 
God is love… 
 
Each attribute of God is in perfect union with each and every other attribute that God 
possesses. 
 
There is no conflict and no minimizing of one attribute in order for another attribute to 
exist.  
 
Therefore, it is important to understand that the love of God does not exist in conflict 
with God's righteousness nor His immutable quality of being just. 
 
God is love…not, love is God 
 
God defines love - what it is and what it looks like. Love does not define God.  
 
See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children 
of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not 
know Him. 
— 1 John 3:1 
 
God is love means God presents and represents to us what love is; we do not get to 
define what love is. God is the definition; we do not impose our definitions of love on 
God. Love is a transcendent virtue. Its origin is outside of ourselves. 
 
You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin; and 
you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, 
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
Nor faint when you are reproved by Him; 
For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, 
And He scourges every son whom He receives.” 
— Hebrews 12:4-6 
 
God is love… 
 
The Person of God the Father is love , The Person of God the Son is love, The Person 
of God the Holy Spirit is love. The One True God is love. A personal God is love. An 
impersonal love is not God.  
 
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And He said to him, “ ‘You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall 



love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments depend the whole Law 
and the Prophets.” 
— Matthew 22:36-40 

is love… 

Love is action - without action it is unknown. In Scripture, the attribute of God's love is 
always associated with His loving actions.  
 
 
Romans 5:8 
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. 
 
God demonstrates His love for sinful mankind, not by overlooking their sinfulness nor by 
disregarding man's sinfulness, but rather He demonstrates His love for us in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. God the Father expressed His love for sinful 
mankind by giving His Son's life as a just payment for our sin to satisfy God's wrath, a 
wrath that would otherwise justly be poured out upon sinners. 
 
I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave Himself up for me. 
— Galatians 2:20 
 
…In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which 
He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In Him we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace which He 
lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 
— Ephesians 1:4-8 
 
God is love… and expects this attribute to deeply transform us. God is love and wants 
us to reciprocate… 
 
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves 
punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. We love, because He first 
loved us. 
— 1 John 4:18-19 
 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, 
if you have love for one another.” 
— John 13:34-35 
 
God is love…how much do you love God? 



And Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he replied, “Say 
it, Teacher.” “A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the 
other fifty. When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. So which 
of them will love him more?” Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he 
forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have judged correctly.” Turning toward the 
woman, He said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me 
no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hair. You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My 
feet. You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume. For 
this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved 
much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little.” Then He said to her, “Your sins have 
been forgiven.” Those who were reclining at the table with Him began to say to 
themselves, “Who is this man who even forgives sins?” And He said to the woman, 
“Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
— Luke 7:40-50 
 
But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Therefore remember from 
where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming 
to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent. 
— Revelation 2:4-5 


