
Key element:  Knowing God is the highest goal and privilege of man, but our sin brings about a skewed and 
obscured vision of God.  When we consider His greatness – omnipresence, omniscience, omnipotence, and 
goodness - we are amazed that He would choose to reveal Himself in love to the likes of us.  We can only know 
Him rightly by the work of the Holy Spirit through His Son and His Word, which He has mercifully give to us 
and for us. 

 

We have a great privilege today, but also a great problem! 

 

God Gives Us the Privilege of Knowing Him 
 

Spurgeon:   

"The highest science, the loftiest speculation, the mightiest philosophy, which can ever engage 
the attention of a child of God, is the name, the nature, the person, the work, the doings, and the 
existence of the great God whom he calls his Father. 
There is something exceedingly improving to the mind in a contemplation of the Divinity. It is a 
subject so vast, that all our thoughts are lost in its immensity; so deep, that our pride is drowned 
in its infinity…No subject of contemplation will tend to more humble the mind, than thoughts of 
God… 
 
…The most excellent study for expanding the soul, is the science of Christ, and Him crucified, and 
the knowledge of the Godhead in the glorious Trinity. Nothing will so enlarge the intellect, 
nothing so magnify the whole soul of man, as a devout, earnest, continued investigation of the 
great subject of the Deity." 

 

We Have a Sinful Tendency that Distorts our View of Him 
 

*God Warned Us About This in the 2nd commandment 

Exodus 20:4   

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to 
them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on 
the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast 
love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

 

Deuteronomy 4 

11 And you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, while the mountain burned with fire to 
the heart of heaven, wrapped in darkness, cloud, and gloom. 12 Then the LORD spoke to you out of the 



midst of the fire. You heard the sound of words, but saw no form; there was only a voice. 13 And he 
declared to you his covenant,  

15 “Therefore watch yourselves very carefully. Since you saw no form on the day that the LORD spoke 
to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, 16 beware lest you act corruptly by making a carved 
image for yourselves, in the form of any figure, the likeness of male or female, 17 the likeness of any 
animal that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the air, 18 the likeness of 
anything that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the water under the 
earth. 19 And beware lest you raise your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun and the moon and 
the stars, all the host of heaven, you be drawn away and bow down to them and serve them, things 
that the LORD your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven. 

*God Challenges Us About This in Isaiah 40 

 “To whom will you compare me that I should be like him”  

 

*God Continually Reminds us Who He is Because of Our Tendency to Lower God to Our Imagination 

 

*Everything Begins with God’s Self-Revelation, and We Must Continually “LOOK and LISTEN” in order to 
Keep a Right Perception of God 

 

*This is why God repeats the truth about Himself to us over and over and over – word and Spirit… 

Words that soak into your ears are whispered and repeated... not yelled. 
 

 

God is Awesome and Worth Every Effort 
 

 God is Not Like Any Other Being 

God is Not a Benign Force, but is an ETERNAL “Person” 

 God is Eternal – He has Always Existed 

 God is Not a Conception of Human Thinking 

God is Omnipresent, Omniscient, Omnipotent  

 

God is Omni-present 

  He is everywhere, all the time, and not divided in any way. 

Psalm 139:1-7   



7 Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? 
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there!  If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
9 If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. 

   

God is Omniscient 

Hebrews 4:13   

“Nothing in all creation is hidden from His sight, but all things are uncovered and laid bare 
before Him to whom we must give an account” 

    

God is Omnipotent 

  God can do all His holy will 

  Jeremiah 32:37 

  “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too difficult for me?” 

   

God is Good 

  

GOODNESS means morally right in every way. 

 

God is Good . . . and He chooses to be Merciful and Loving 

MERCY is a decision that God made, compelled by nothing and no one, but 
demonstrated at the greatest cost. 

“God demonstrated His love for us in this:  while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.: 
Romans 5:8 

“Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a 
maidservant look to her mistress, so our eyes look to the Lord our God until He has 
mercy on us” Psalm 123:2 

 

2. What is Our Highest Goal and Privilege as Humans? 
 

 Q1.  What is the chief end of man? 

  A1.  Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever 

 Q2.  What rule has God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy Him 



A2.  The Word of God, which is contained in the scriptures of the old and new testaments, is the 
only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy Him. 

 

 Q3.  What do the Scriptures principally teach? 

A3.   The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God, and what duty 
God requires of man 

 

CONCLUSION 

We will never exaggerate or overstate the glory of God, but we will always diminish it. We must constantly be 
repenting and beholding the glory of God in His word and in the face of Jesus, trusting that the Holy Spirit will 
give us understanding! 

 

BE ON GUARD AGAINST DEFINING GOD BY YOUR EXPERIENCE OF HIM.   

 

WORSHIP GOD WITH YOUR HEAD, HEART, AND HANDS! 

Study to learn about Him  

allow the truth about Him to warm and stir your heart 

let that propel you to obey Him and serve Him in this world 

 


