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Message summary:  
Without holiness, no man shall see God. So how do we become righteous and holy, knowing 
that in our flesh we are depraved and sinful? We receive the righteousness of God by faith in 
Jesus Christ. As Christians, we remember the bad that is in us, and we tend to focus on our past 
sins, and that is why our minds need to be renewed so that we realize that we are the 
righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
Matthew 6:33 
But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 
 
Hebrews 12:14 
Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. 
 
Matthew 5:20 
For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Psalm 14:3 
They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; There is no one who does 
good, not even one. 
 
Romans 3:23 
…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God… 
 
Romans 3:10 
as it is written, “THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE…” 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:20 
Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never sins. 
 
Romans 7:17-18 
17So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 18For I know that 
nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of 
the good is not.  
 
Isaiah 53:6 
All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has 
caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him. 



 
Mark 10:17-18 
17As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked 
Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 18And Jesus said to him, “Why do 
you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.” 
 
Matthew 7:11 
If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him! 
 
Luke 11:13 
If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him? 
 
Matthew 12:34 
You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of 
that which fills the heart. 
 
There is a false humanistic teaching that came from the Greek philosophers: All men are 
basically good. This is in direct opposition to what Scripture and Jesus taught.  
 
If man is depraved and evil, how do we become holy and righteous? 
 
Psalm 24:3-5 
      3Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? 
            And who may stand in His holy place? 
      4He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
            Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood 
            And has not sworn deceitfully. 
      5He shall receive a blessing from the LORD 
            And righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
 
Isaiah 54:17 
No weapon that is formed against you will prosper; And every tongue that accuses you in 
judgment you will condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, And their 
vindication is from Me,” declares the LORD. 
 
Isaiah 61:3,10 
      3To grant those who mourn in Zion, 
            Giving them a garland instead of ashes, 
            The oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
            The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. 
            So they will be called oaks of righteousness, 
            The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified. 



      10I will rejoice greatly in the LORD, 
            My soul will exult in my God; 
            For He has clothed me with garments of salvation, 
            He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness, 
            As a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
            And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 
Romans 4:13-25 
13For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not 
through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if those who are of the Law are 
heirs, faith is made void and the promise is nullified; 15for the Law brings about wrath, but where 
there is no law, there also is no violation. 16For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in 
accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only 
to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father 
of us all, 17(as it is written, “A FATHER OF MANY NATIONS HAVE I MADE YOU”) in the presence 
of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which 
does not exist. 18In hope against hope he believed, so that he might become a father of many 
nations according to that which had been spoken, “SO SHALL YOUR DESCENDANTS 
BE.” 19Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead 
since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 20yet, with respect 
to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to 
God, 21and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to 
perform. 22Therefore IT WAS ALSO CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS. 23Now not for his 
sake only was it written that it was credited to him, 24but for our sake also, to whom it will be 
credited, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25He who was 
delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification. 
 
Romans 5:1 
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ… 
 
Titus 2:11-15 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12instructing us to deny 
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present 
age, 13looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Christ Jesus, 14who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for 
Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 15These things speak and 
exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard you. 
 
Luke 23:42 
And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!” 
 
 
 



Luke 18:9-14 
9And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and viewed others with contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11“The Pharisee stood and was praying this to 
himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even 
like this tax collector. 12‘I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13“But the tax 
collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but 
was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ 14“I tell you, this man went 
to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
but he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 
Romans 10:3-4 
3For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to establish their own, they did not 
subject themselves to the righteousness of God. 4For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone who believes. 
 
Romans 1:16-17 
16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith to faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 
 
Jesus said, “Seek ye first…and His righteousness…” 
 
Romans 5:17-21 
17For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who 
receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, 
Jesus Christ. 18So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, 
even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. 19For as 
through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the 
obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. 20The Law came in so that the 
transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21so that, 
as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Galatians 2:16 
…nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in 
Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ 
and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 
 
Galatians 3:10 
For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, “CURSED IS 
EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO 
PERFORM THEM.” 
 



Galatians 5:1-5 
1It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject 
again to a yoke of slavery. 2Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will 
be of no benefit to you. 3And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is 
under obligation to keep the whole Law. 4You have been severed from Christ, you who are 
seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 5For we through the Spirit, by faith, 
are waiting for the hope of righteousness. 
 
Romans 3:20,28 
20because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the 
Law comes the knowledge of sin. 
28For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law. 
 
Romans 4:3-5 
3For what does the Scripture say? “ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM 
AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 4Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as 
what is due. 5But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith is credited as righteousness… 
 
Revelation 19:7-8 
7“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come 
and His bride has made herself ready.” 8It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, 
bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 
 
Philippians 3:9 
…and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but 
that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of 
faith… 


