
Sermon: Rescuer of the Lost Sheep 
 
God has always been a rescuer of His people.  
 
God sees when His people are in trouble, He hears their cries for help, and He rescues them from their troubles.  
 
Exodus 1:13-14: 13The Egyptians compelled the sons of Israel to labor rigorously; 14and they made their lives bitter with 
hard labor in mortar and bricks and at all kinds of labor in the field, all their labors which they rigorously imposed on 
them. 
 
Exodus 2:23-25: 23Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died. And the sons of 
Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for help because of their bondage rose up to 
God. 24So God heard their groaning; and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25God saw 
the sons of Israel, and God took notice of them. 
 
Exodus 3:7-10 
7The LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and have given heed to their cry 
because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of their sufferings. 8“So I have come down to deliver them from the power 
of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and 
honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the 
Jebusite. 9“Now, behold, the cry of the sons of Israel has come to Me; furthermore, I have seen the oppression with 
which the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10“Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may 
bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.” 
 
Once the Israelites were free from slavery under the Egyptians, they began to lose trust in God for other provision. Now 
they had a new problem and needed to be rescued from the consequences of their own sin and rebellion. 
 
God rescues us from more than the problems directed toward us from outside forces; He rescues us from the penalty of 
sin through Jesus Christ.  
 
Psalm 103 
      8The LORD is compassionate and gracious, 
            Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness. 
      9He will not always strive with us, 
            Nor will He keep His anger forever. 
      10He has not dealt with us according to our sins, 
            Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
      11For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
            So great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him. 
      12As far as the east is from the west, 
            So far has He removed our transgressions from us. 
 
Isaiah 53:6 
6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 
21He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
 
While Jesus’ death removed the sin barrier between us and a Holy God, it is only when we place our faith in Him as 
Savior that His death has meaning for us. Faith in Jesus is the essential element for our rescue and freedom from the 
penalty for sin.  
 



One of our responses to being rescued by God is to call the lost to “come and see”. 
 
This is a calling to live according to God’s ways, not for us to join the lost outside the boundaries of righteousness. 
 
Galatians 5:1 
1It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 
 
Luke 15:3-7 
3Then Jesus told them this parable: 4“What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and loses one of them, does not 
leave the ninety-nine in the pasture and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he finds it, he joyfully 
puts it on his shoulders, 6comes home, and calls together his friends and neighbors to tell them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 
have found my lost sheep!’ 7In the same way, I tell you that there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous ones who do not need to repent.  
 
We have the ministry and the word of reconciliation; the responsibility of calling the lost to “come and see”. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21: 17Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new 
things have come. 18Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation, 19namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  
 
Psalm 51:9-14  
      9Hide Your face from my sins 
            And blot out all my iniquities. 
      10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
            And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
      11Do not cast me away from Your presence 
            And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
      12Restore to me the joy of Your salvation 
            And sustain me with a willing spirit. 
      13Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 
            And sinners will be converted to You. 
      14Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation; 
            Then my tongue will joyfully sing of Your righteousness. 
 
God continues to rescue His people from their sin as they trust in the blood of Jesus Christ to purify them from 
unrighteousness. In fact, until we see Him face to face, we will always need to call upon this important aspect of His 
character.  


