
Tending the Fire of God 

 

Leviticus 6:12-13 
8 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 9 “Command Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is the law for the burnt offering: 

the burnt offering itself shall remain on the hearth on the altar all night until the morning, and the fire on the altar is to 

be kept burning on it. 10 The priest is to put on his linen robe, and he shall put on undergarments next to his flesh; and he 

shall take up the ashes to which the fire reduces the burnt offering on the altar and place them beside the altar. 11 Then 

he shall take off his garments and put on other garments, and carry the ashes outside the camp to a clean place. 12 The 

fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it. It shall not go out, but the priest shall burn wood on it every morning; and he 

shall lay out the burnt offering on it, and offer up in smoke the fat portions of the peace offerings on it. 13 Fire shall be 

kept burning continually on the altar; it is not to go out. 

 

The fire on the altar is the fire of the presence of God, always ready to meet His people when they come to worship.  

 

Tending the fire required 3 things daily- the ashes were removed, fresh wood was added, and a new sacrifice was placed 

on the flame. 

 

As the priests performed these things, God confirmed His pleasure with an incredible event. 

 

Leviticus 9:23-24 
23 Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting. When they came out and blessed the people, the glory of 

the Lord appeared to all the people.24 Then fire came out from before the Lord and consumed the burnt offering and the 

portions of fat on the altar; and when all the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces. 

 

God sent fire from His presence to engulf and consume the sacrificial offerings of His people. 

 

The sudden reality of God’s presence led God’s people to fall down and worship in a different way. 

 

The inglorious duty of bringing the regular sacrifice was replaced with heart-felt reverence and awe for the living God. 

 

Hebrews 12:28-29 
28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God 

an acceptable service with reverence and awe; 29 for our God is a consuming fire. 

 

Romans 12:1 

12 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to 

God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 

 

Revelation 1:5b-6 
5To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood—6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His 

God and Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

 

1 Peter 2:9-10 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may 

proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 for you once were not a 

people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 

He has released us from our sins, made us a kingdom of priests, and commissioned us to tend the fires of His presence at 

all times. 



When we maintain the fires of God- live a lifestyle of worship- the glory of His presence is there all the time! 

 

Exodus 33:14-16 
14 And He said, “My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest.”15 Then he said to Him, “If Your presence does 

not go with us, do not lead us up from here. 16 For how then can it be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and 

Your people? Is it not by Your going with us, so that we, I and Your people, may be distinguished from all the other 

people who are upon the face of the earth?” 

 

How do we do that? 

 

Empty yesterday’s ashes.  

Yesterday’s sacrifice cannot be offered again- it has been consumed, reduced to ash, and is no use to you or God.  

 

Add fresh wood every morning. 

Bring the kindling of fellowship and breaking bread, and the hardwood of the Word and prayer. 

 

Put a fresh sacrifice on the altar and let it smolder before God. 

Renew your consecration, give your whole heart, every decision, every joy, fear, and concern to Jesus again today. 

 

This is your spiritual service of worship- a lifestyle of worship, fulfilling to us and glorifying to God. 

 

Keep the fires lit, and there will be a blaze of glory for God to use, and a light to draw the lost to God! 

 

It is always easier to start a fire where a fire once burned. If it has gone out, fan it into flame again! 

 

When we maintain the fires of God, He will from time to time surprise us with the consuming fires of His glory. 

 

 

 


