
Have You Heard the Upward Call? 

 

Philippians 3:13-16 
13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 

reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 

Jesus. 15 Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God 

will reveal that also to you; 16 however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained. 

 

Hebrews 5:12-14 
12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary 

principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who 

partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. 14 But solid food is for the 

mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil. 

 

Righteousness has a central place in the Gospel message- the righteousness of God- the righteousness He gives to us. 

 

Lack of exposure to the word of righteousness is the root cause of stagnancy and lingering immaturity in spiritual life. 

 

The elementary principles (the first truths) are the milk, and the word of righteousness is the meat that makes us strong. 

 

Our understanding of righteousness is key- if it is complete, we grow; if incomplete, we stagnate. 

 

Romans 1:16-17 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first 

and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the 

righteous man shall live by faith.” 

 

The upward call of God is the call to work out the righteousness that Christ has worked in. 

 

The very gospel that gloriously saves us can be the very thing that keeps us infants in Christ. 

 

Hebrews 6:1-3 

6 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation 

of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and 

the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment. 3 And this we will do, if God permits. 

 

Ephesians 1:4 
4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. 

 

Hebrews 12:10 
10 For [our earthly fathers] disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so 

that we may share His holiness. 

 

1 Peter 1:14-16  
14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy 

One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 16 because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am 

holy.” 

The Upward Call of God is the call to walk in the imparted righteousness of Jesus.  

We have embraced an incomplete and crippling Gospel in the church today. 



 

“You can never be good enough to earn salvation, but Praise God, Jesus died in your place! Accept Him, embrace your 

inadequacy, and that will keep you humble and walking in the grace of God.”  

Identity in Christ: Sinner Saved by Grace 

View of Grace: a force that justifies sin, but not the sinner 

View of the Holy Spirit: An influence that points us toward the good we should do, but does not lift a finger to help. 

 

Titus 2:11-14 
11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly 

desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing 

of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, 

and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 

 

“You can never be good enough to earn salvation, but Praise God, Jesus died in your place! Then, in sending the Holy 

Spirit, He replaced your inadequacy forever with a supernatural Helper, so that we will be living witnesses of a gospel of 

glorious redemption!” 

 

Identity in Christ: A Saint! More than a conqueror in Him who Loved Me! 

View of grace: God’s ever-present power to justify the sinner I was, and to make me the Saint I am becoming 

View of the Holy Spirit: An indwelling Person, fully God, all of Jesus, come to live His life through me. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:4-6 
4 Such confidence we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything 

as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, 6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, 

not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

 

Philippians 2:14-15 
14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 15 so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and 

innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear 

as lights in the world 

 

He has given us His righteousness, and called us to walk in it, but He has not left us without help! 

 

John 16:7 
7 But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; 

but if I go, I will send Him to you. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:1-2 

6 And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain— 2 for He says, 

“At the acceptable time I listened to you, And on the day of salvation I helped you.” Behold, now is “the acceptable 

time,” behold, now is “the day of salvation” 

 

 

 


