
LBC- The Fellowship of Our Faith 

 

Philemon 1-6 
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved brother and fellow worker, 2 and to 

Apphia our sister, and to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 3 Grace to you and peace from 

God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I thank my God always, making mention of you in my prayers,5 because I hear 

of your love and of the faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints; 6 and I pray that the 

fellowship of your faith may become effective through the knowledge of every good thing which is in you for Christ’s 

sake. 

 

Paul inadvertently draws attention to a troubling polarity among Christian fellowships. 

 

While all believers are loved equally by God, not all gatherings of believers are equally EFFECTIVE. 

 

He also lets us know that effectiveness is achieved by means of prayer offered to God over actively engaged believers. 

 

What is our fellowship meant to accomplish? 

 

Ephesians 4:7-8 
7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it says, “When He ascended 

on high, He led captive a host of captives, And He gave gifts to men.” 

 

Ephesians 4:11-13 
11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors 

and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we 

all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the 

stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 

 

When the body of Christ gathers together, our worship also serves a practical purpose: to give grace to one another. 

 

Paul does not find fault with the individual members’ faith or charity, or that of Philemon- he is exemplary. 

 

Rather, he says that there is something that the fellowship needs to learn together. 

 

That one thing is this: There is an undiscovered world of good in you because you have the Spirit of Christ Jesus! 

 

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 
30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, 

and redemption, 31 so that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

If you begin to focus and grow in this knowledge, you will find that your fellowship will become effective in God’s sight. 

Remember Archippus? 

Colossians 4:17 
17 Say to Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.” 

 

1 Peter 5:10 
10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will 

Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 

The very thing you have spent your life doing for others BY GRACE, the God of all grace will do for you! 



PRESENTATION OF NEW MEMBERS 

 

Membership in the Church of Jesus Christ is a joy and a privilege. It is also a commitment to participate in Christ’s 

mission. A faithful member bears witness to God’s love and grace and promises to be involved responsibly in the 

ministry of Christ’s Church. Such involvement includes things like: 

 

• proclaiming the good news in word and deed, 

• taking part in the common life and worship of a congregation,  

• lifting one another up in prayer, mutual concern, and active support,  

• studying Scripture and the issues of Christian faith and life,  

• supporting the ministry of the church through the giving of money, time, and talents,  

• responding to God’s activity in the world through service to others, and 

• living responsibly in the personal, family, vocational, political, cultural, and social relationships of life. 

 

Pastor: At this time, would all those who have completed the new members class please come to the front of the 

church. 

Introductions 

 

The Elders of the church attest that the individuals standing here have: 

• Made a Public profession of faith,  

• They have all made a careful examination of the meaning and responsibilities of membership under the 

guidance of the Elders; and 

• If not previously baptized, the individuals making professions of faith have been baptized. 

 

Commission to Members 

  

In view of your profession of faith and expressed desire to be joined in membership to Life Bible Church, we would ask 

you to reiterate the commitments of the Church Membership Covenant. 

 

Will you please reply “We Are” to the following statements: 

 

• Are you trusting in Jesus Christ for the salvation of my soul?  

A: WE ARE  

• Are you baptized members of Christ’s Church? 

A: WE ARE 

• Are you living as followers of Jesus Christ, in faith and obedience? 

A:WE ARE  

• Are you committed to protecting the peace and purity of the Church? 

A: WE ARE  

• Are you committed to supporting the work and worship of the Church? 

A: WE ARE  

• Are you committed to giving of your time, talents, and resources to the building up of this local 

body? 

A: WE ARE 

 

Commission to Body 

 

As for you, the standing membership of Life Bible Church, if it is your heart’s desire to support these new members in 

the following ways, please respond by saying “WE WILL”: 



 

• Will you engage with them in our weekly worship services? 

A: WE WILL 

• Will you support them in finding opportunities for fellowship throughout the week? 

A: WE WILL 

• Will you support them in their hour of need, and lead them, when appropriate to seek out pastoral 

care to assist them and their families in spiritual and practical matters? 

A: WE WILL 

• Will you engage with them in training and being equipped in God’s Word. 

A: WE WILL 

• Will you refuse to entertain any gossip against them, but seek out truth with integrity in all matters? 

WE WILL 

• Will you commit to pray for them and their families? 

A: WE WILL 

 

So then, upon the commitment of these standing here, and their desire to be joined to this body, and this body’s 

commitment and desire to be joined in fellowship with you, we acknowledge together that Christ has made us one in 

faith and Spirit, and we welcome you as members of Life Bible Church. 

 

Let’s give God all the praise! 

 

 

  


