
LBC-Mercy, Anger, and Forgiveness 

 

Matthew 18:21-26 
21 Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven 

times?” 22 Jesus *said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 

 

The question, “How long do I have to keep forgiving?” indicates how very hard it can be walk in forgiveness. 

 

He takes the question to the Lord, so it is a matter of earnest consideration. He wants Jesus to weigh in on it. 

 

His question indicates he has been sinned against multiple times, maybe even by same sin. 

 

He has been sinned against by his brother, so the closeness of the relationship complicates ongoing forgiveness. 

 

What is at the root of our struggle to forgive? 

 
23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 

slaves. 24 When he had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 But since 

he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he 

had, and repayment to be made. 26 So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, ‘Have 

patience with me and I will repay you everything.’  

 

This slave had been a terrible manager, so now even what he does have will be taken from him. 

 

What if he had been an ok manager and had a thousand talents left? Would that save him? 

 

James 2:10 
10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. 

 

Matthew 18:27-35 
27 And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that slave went out and 

found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay 

back what you owe.’ 

 

The slave forgot what he had been forgiven! 

 

When we forget what we’ve been forgiven, we become petty and filled with unjustified anger. 

 
29 So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and I will repay 

you.’ 30 But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed.  

 

When we forget what we’ve been forgiven, we irrationally hold others debts they cannot repay. 

 
31 So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all 

that had happened. 32 Then summoning him, his lord *said to him, ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because 

you pleaded with me.33 Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on 

you?’ 34 And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. 
35 My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart.” 

 



When we forget what we’ve been forgiven, and fail to forgive ALL, we are the ones who end up in prison! 

 

Forgiveness from the heart means every debt is canceled- the person owes me NOTHING! 

 

Or, we can explore by experience what God means by the phrase, ‘hand you over to the torturers.’ 

 

Luke 7:40-48 
40 And Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he replied, “Say it, Teacher.” 41 “A moneylender 

had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they were unable to repay, he graciously 

forgave them both. So which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he 

forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have judged correctly.”44 Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, “Do 

you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears 

and wiped them with her hair. 45 You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My 

feet. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume. 47 For this reason I say to you, her 

sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little.”  

 

Great forgiveness reveals a greater love- the love of God in Christ Jesus! 

 

The love of God releases gratitude in us, and frees us to show the same all-forgiving love. 

 

Walking in forgiveness is the fruit of a mature faith, founded at the cross of Jesus Christ. 

 

Matthew 18:21-22 
21 Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven 

times?” 22 Jesus *said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 

 

He thinks forgiving seven times should be sufficient- “Wouldn’t want to become an ‘enabler’ by over-forgiving!” 

 

7 times was his human capacity- Jesus called him to exhaust his own ability and receive grace from God. 

 

Jesus’ reply settles the matter: forgive until you can forgive no more, then come to me for grace and forgive again! 

 

 

 

 


